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   Iss. 4
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

10/10/11 (Mon.) – Teacher In-Service – SCHOOL CLOSED
10/14/11 (Fri.) - School Pictures

10/14/11 (Fri.)  6th Grade Activity Night – KRHS @ 7pm- 9pm

10/17/11 (Mon.)  BOE Meeting in Library
10/17/11 - 10/21/11 (Mon.-Fri.) – Book Fair
10/25, 26, 27 – Parent Teacher Conferences
10/19/11 (Wed.)– NJ CAP Presentation @ 7pm

10/27/11 (Thu.) – 6th Grade Trip Chaperone Mtg. @ 6:30pm

10/31/11 (Mon.) – Halloween Parade @ 1:30pm

DRESS CODE:  Beginning on October 3, students will no longer be permitted to wear shorts to school. Thank you for your cooperation.
HOLIDAY CONCERT DATE CHANGE:  The Holiday Concert date has changed. It will be Monday, December 12 (snow date 12/20)

ATTENDANCE LINE:  973-383-3227

MORNING KEEP NOW AVAILABLE!: KEEP is now offering morning child care at Stillwater School. Contact 973-383-2213 for more information.

GUIDELINES FOR CLASSROOM PARTIES
1. Keep it simple. Parties should provide a small classroom celebration for the children to augment the curriculum in a fun, meaningful way.

2. There should be no more than four “food parties” a year: Halloween, Winter Holiday, Spring, and End of the Year. Thanksgiving is considered part of the curriculum.

3. Parties should generally last about one period, or 40 minutes.

4. The health and wellness of our students should be a primary focus when choosing what food to serve at the parties. Foods and beverages with minimal nutritional value or that have sugar listed as its first ingredient should be avoided. Healthy foods could include things like: fruit, vegetables, cheese, pretzels, yogurt, and raisins. Healthy beverages could include: water, milk, or 100% fruit or vegetable juices. One appropriately proportioned “sweet item” per party is recommended.

5. Food allergies in the classroom should always be considered when planning a party. This information can be obtained from the homeroom teacher at the beginning of the year. Since all children should be able to participate fully in the class party, food items containing these specific allergens should not be brought to the party. When possible, food items should be brought in its original container, listing the food ingredients.

6. Food donations are greatly appreciated. Be sure to check with the party organizer in advance, so “sweet items” are not duplicated.

7. Goodie bags are not recommended.

8. Keep crafts simple. Use recycled materials to avoid purchasing new.

9. The collection of money should be avoided. If absolutely necessary, no more than $2 per family at a time should be requested.

10. Party activities that require movement, strategy, and teamwork are strongly encouraged. For game ideas, feel free to browse a book located in the gym office, titled Indoor Action Games for Elementary Children.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
After-School Schedules: If your child will not be riding the bus home, or not attending K.E.E.P., Camp Iliff, Discovery Years, an after-school program, or just being picked up – a green bus note must be sent in that morning to the homeroom teacher! For students attending K.E.E.P., Camp Iliff, or Discovery Years, or any other activity, on a regularly scheduled basis, you must state that in a letter (preferably on a green bus note) including the details of child’s specific schedule, bus route number, after-school program and day, and a contact for our records. Any questions, please contact Mrs. Sager in the main office. 

Girl Scout & Boy Scout Troop Leaders: Please remember to submit a Building Use Form and a meeting schedule for all your meetings. A roster of your complete troop needs to be given to the main office. On days you are scheduled to meet, you will need to sign your troop out, and be sure to compare your member list with the bus and absentee list. Keep your members lined up in the hallway along the wall at dismissal time (to keep the hallways clear for classes dismissing to the buses), and not in the main office. Be sure to take attendance before the buses leave! 
Signing Students Out: All students who are leaving school must be signed out by a parent/guardian or authorized person. A green bus note to your child’s homeroom teacher must be sent in that morning. 
Child Assault Prevention: Our parent program will be held on October 19, 2011 at 7:00pm in the Stillwater School Library.  CAP personnel will review concepts to be presented to the students, namely child-to-child assault; adult stranger-to-child assault; and an assault involving an adult the child knows. 
6th Grade Activity Night: The first activity night of the year will be on Friday, October 14 from 7pm – 9pm at KRHS. The permission slips were sent home today. There is a $3 fee which covers the snacks/drinks for the night. The students must be checked in and signed out by parents/guardians in the E-Wing entrance which in near the field hockey field. Please wear comfortable clothes, sneakers, and a bathing suit/towel (if you would like to swim). If you are planning on attending, please bring the $3 and permission slip to a Physical Education teacher by Tuesday, October 11. Come and join the fun!

School Colors Spirit Day!: The 4th grade will be holding their 1st school-wide Spirit Day next Wednesday, October 5. The first theme will be Stillwater School colors or your Stillwater School clothing. The 4th graders will then be using the results to make bar graphs. Remember, the class with the most participants gets the “School Spirit” ribbon hung outside their door for the month. Help your class, and the 4th grade, and don’t forget your blue and white next Wednesday!  -Mrs. Bickhardt & Miss Freeborn
Second grade is off to a super start! The children began the year by making new friends and reading friendship stories including Frog and Toad and Henry and Mudge. After finishing up our friendship unit, we began learning about communities. We are studying the differences and similarities between 3 kinds of communities; rural, urban and suburban.  The children will also be reading about community helpers and then reporting back to their classmates what they have learned.  Using map skills is a big part of our community unit as well and geography lessons will continue through out the year.  In math, the focus has been on addition and subtraction facts.  This is a skill that will also continue through out the year so encourage your children to practice, practice, practice!

Fourth Grade: Are you familiar with the NJ State bird, insect or shell? Fourth grade social studies students have been exploring these symbols, as well as many others that make up our state symbols. Students created outstanding models, artwork, and edibles depicting these symbols. They are on display in the front hall showcases. We hope you take a moment to enjoy them. ~ Linda Paladini

Sixth Grade News:  Sixth graders are diligently completing their Anti-Drug project for the Coalition for Safe and Healthy Families. This project is designed encourage students focus on positive hobbies and activities in their lives. The contest winners will be announced in the NJ Herald at the end of October. 

Technology: In the Applied Technologies class, students learn the functions of the hardware and many different types of software. These include but are not limited to Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Publisher. Students also use software that incorporates keyboarding skills, presentations, and design. Learning is enhanced by integrating the core curriculum. This includes language arts, math, science, and social studies. Our students strive to learn more while expressing their creativity with computers.

Art News: All of our Stillwater artists began the school year with a simple self portrait design, inspired by the Character Education theme, ‘Who I am makes a Difference’. After discussing a few important topics including; bullying, self-esteem and diversity, students participated in a production review of proportion, emotion and technique. Pencil drawings have been completed and soon to be displayed around the building.

Chorus has officially begun! Any 5th or 6th grader who likes to sing and perform has been invited to sign up to participate in Chorus. The Chorus is divided into two parts: Part 1 meets on Monday during recess and Part 2 meets on Tuesday during recess. The 5th and 6th Grade Chorus will perform for their friends and classmates during an assembly and evening concert in December and May.  There is still time for people to join, so if your child has not signed up, please encourage them to see Mrs. Hatch to sign up and join in the fun.   ~ Mrs. Hatch
The Following Are Not School Sponsored Events

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Stillwater Girl Scout Troop 484 would like to thank everyone for donating so generously to the Costume Bonanza. We were fortunate enough to give away 75 Halloween costumes this past Saturday at the Fall Festival. Also, a special thank you to all who so generously donated to The Tierney Veliz Fund. We appreciate all the community support in helping us achieve our Silver Award. ~ Sam Fritsch, Rachel VanGorgon and Julia Pevarnik
OLMC Fall Festival: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church will be holding its first ever Fall Festival Fund Raiser on October 9. Come enjoy family fun, food, games and prizes. There will be apple bobbing, bounce houses, face painting, a clown, pet adoption and various vendors throughout the day. Festivities will begin at 11am (right after the 10am Mass).
HALLOWEEN DANCE: All 4th – 6th grade students are invited to attend the Kittatinny Competition Cheer “Fab-BOO-lous” Halloween Dance on Friday, October 28 from 7-9pm in the Stillwater Gym. Tickets in advance are $8 (Send form and money through Darlene Kepnes), $10 at the door. There will be a DJ & costume contest. Drinks and snacks will be available for purchase. Questions – please contact Gail Kinney (973) 271-6597.

FUNDRAISERS

TRICKY TRAY:  Camp Auxilium – Friday, October 7 – Doors open at 4pm, drawing at 7:30pm.
MARKET DAY: Market Day is in full-swing again! Market Day is a monthly frozen food fundraiser sponsored by Harmony Hill United Methodist Church. Each month, flyers will be sent home with the students through school. October’s sale date is Tuesday, October 18. Please pick up your order from 3 to 4 pm on that date. Paper orders are due back to school by Tuesday, October 11. You may also input your own order online at www.marketday.com. The deadline for online orders is 11pm on Wednesday, October 12. New items this month are: Turkey Chili, Sweet Potato Fries, and General Tso’s Chicken. Plus, there are many returning favorites! If you input your order online, and it totals at least $90 (pre-tax), don’t forget to input the code OCTBONUS at checkout to receive your FREE Breadsticks with Seasoning and FREE Raviolis.  FREQUENT BUYERS: Make two purchases of $40 (pre-tax) between October and December.  Then place a third order of $40 (pre-tax) in January to receive a FREE Insulated Bag at your January sale pick-up. Questions, contact Cheryl Castner 973-579-3182.
SPORTS
The Bears Youth Running Program will be held from now until just before Thanksgiving on MONDAY and THURSDAY evenings from 5pm - 6pm at Swartswood State Park. Open to children in 1st – 8th grades, the program teaches kids the many positive physical and mental benefits of the sport of running. Kids are grouped according to ability and the coaches make running a lot of fun including relays, games and races. The fee is just $25 for the entire season. For more info, contact Laurie Gordon at 973-271-6624 or LaurieGordonRun@aol.com or come to practice a few minutes early to register with your child ready to run!
Stillwater Basketball is accepting registrations for all 3rd – 8th graders. We are looking for more players and coaches at all levels.  Any questions please call Robert Nodarse at 973-383-6494 or go to our website for forms at www.stillwater-rec.org.
BASKETBALL COACHES NEEDED: The Kittatinny Travel Basketball Program is looking for coaches on the 5th grade and 8th grade levels. If you are interested, please call 973-600-8626
PROJECT K.E.E.P.offered Before and After School!  The Kids Educational Enrichment Program (K.E.E.P.) offers on-site before and after school care at Stillwater School. Morning K.E.E.P. will begin at 7am and run until the start of school. Afternoon K.E.E.P. will begin at school dismissal time and run until 6pm. While attending K.E.E.P., children will receive homework assistance, have snack and enjoy organized outdoor activities and enriching arts and crafts. K.E.E.P. provides holiday care, snow day care, and summer camp. K.E.E.P. is available for children ages 6-12. Visit our Sparta facility for care for children ages 6 weeks-6 years. Scholarship assistance is available to all qualified applicants. For more information or to register, please call (973) 383-2213 or visit www.keepkids.org.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Stillwater PTA

· THANK YOU: The PTA would like to offer up a huge Thank You to Amanda Connelly and Chrissy Menkins. Amanda and Chrissy represented the PTA at the Stillwater Fall Festival last Saturday. They spent the day at the PTA table ready to answer questions anyone might have regarding the PTA, as well as selling Stillwater School magnets, PTA Cookbooks, and collecting Membership sign-ups. Thank You Amanda and Chrissy for taking time out of your day to represent your PTA. We appreciate all you did!!

· PTA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: Our membership drive is ongoing! Membership envelopes were sent home the first week of school. Please return your membership envelope by October 7 to be included in the PTA directory. If you have not received an envelope, or have misplaced it and would like another, please contact Wendy Kimble at 973-940-1211. Why join the PTA? Your membership allows the Stillwater PTA to exist. If the PTA did not exist, all of the programs, assemblies, events, and supplies that the PTA provides for the students would no longer occur. They have come to truly enjoy, and look forward to, the various events the PTA provides. Any questions, please contact Wendy Kimble at 973-940-1211 or wak1016@ptd.net. Please consider becoming a member today!

· YANKEE CANDLE: Our candle fundraiser has now ended. Delivery date and pick-up times will be announced soon. Any questions, please contact Helaine Humenik at (973) 948-0884.

· STILLWATER SCHOOL COOKBOOKS: Last year, the Stillwater PTA put together a beautiful cookbook with recipes from Stillwater families, friends and relatives of Stillwater families, our teaching staff, and our administration.  These cookbooks are still available for purchase!  The cost of a cookbook is $10.00. Do you have a friend or family member who has a birthday coming up and you just don’t know what to get them?  Why not purchase a cookbook for them...there are many delicious recipes inside!  If you would like to purchase a cookbook, please remit your $10.00 payment in an envelope with “PTA Cookbook” written on the outside.  If you have any questions, please contact Robin Waldo at (973) 300-4002 or ms.nut@hotmail.com
· CLIP AND SAVE: More information will be sent home soon on our several clip and save fundraisers.  In the meantime, please continue to clip your Box Tops, Campbell’s Soup Labels, Tyson Product A+ Labels, and your Capri Sun juice pouches.  Please send them to school with your child in separate envelopes/bags.  Please do not combine them all into one envelope/bag, as different people handle these collections.

· PTA FALL CLOTHING DRIVE: It’s that time of year again for the PTA’s Fall Clothing Drive. As we transition from one season to another, it’s a perfect time to weed through your clothing to see what you can donate. The dates and times for drop off are Friday, Oct. 21, 3pm – 9pm and Saturday, Oct. 22, 8am – 11am. DONATIONS ARE TO BE DROPPED OFF ON THE FRONT STEPS OF THE SCHOOL. We are looking for donations of clothing (any size/gender), shoes, gloves, purses, backpacks, ties, belts, bedding (sheets, comforters, pillows, etc.), towels, curtains, table cloths, throw rugs, stuffed animals, disposable diapers (in unopened packages only) and small non-plush toys such as action figures etc. As always your donations will be sent to locations across the United States and overseas where there is a need for recycled clothing. Please contact Dawn Tighe at tighe8@gmail.com if you have any questions. Thank you!

· YOUR PTA IS ON FACEBOOK! If you have an account on Facebook, simply go to http://www.facebook.com/#!/StillwaterPTA , and click “Like” to keep up with recent news and our event reminders.

· SUSSEX COUNTY PTA: The Sussex County PTA will be holding its first meeting of the 2011-2012 school year on Friday, September 30 (TONIGHT!) at 7 pm. The location of the meeting is at the Green Hills School, 69 Mackerley Road, Greendell, NJ 07839.  ALL ARE WELCOME!  If you have any questions, or would like more information, please contact Marilyn Geydoshek at 973-579-9414. 

· NEXT PTA MEETING: Our next meeting is Wednesday, October 5 at 7 pm in Mrs. McMahon’s 5th/6th Grade Science Classroom.
· COMING IN OCTOBER: Roller-skating, Halloween Party, Fall Scholastic Book Fair and Book-It.
Stillwater Township School    ●     PO Box 12     ●     Stillwater, NJ 07875     ●     973.383.6171 phone     ●     973.383.7021 fax



















